INDIGENOUS PEOPLES POLITICS AND RIGHTS
Political Science 296-002, 10144
Fall 2007
Prof. Van Cott





M, W, F 1:00-1:50 p.m. 
Office hours: MW 2-3:30 p.m.



phone:  486- 8425

and by appointment



e-mail: Donna.VanCott@UConn.edu
office: 
404 Monteith




classroom: Monteith 315
This course explores the ways in which contemporary indigenous peoples organize politically and the implications of this political activity for democratic governance. Our focus will be global, with particular attention paid to the Western Hemisphere. Among the themes explored are: economic development and ethno-development; the rights of indigenous women and their mode of political expression; neoliberalism and globalization and their affect on indigenous cultures; transnational organizations and movements; constitutional reform and the multicultural state; and political representation. Students will read work by social scientists about indigenous peoples as well as writings by politically prominent indigenous leaders and scholars.
COURSE POLICIES
HONOR CODE.  Students are expected to strictly adhere to the University of Connecticut code of academic conduct with respect to their work in this course. The student code is available at  www.dosa.uconn.edu/docs/2006_2007_student_code.pdf. Any suspected violations of the honor code -- such as plagiarizing written work, cheating during examinations, refusing to turn in exams after the testing period is finished, or receiving unauthorized assistance -- will be referred to the Dean of Students. Failure to consult these guidelines will in no way excuse students from being held responsible for adhering to them. 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES. Students with disabilities requiring an accommodation should make arrangements regarding their status with the Center for Students with Disabilities or the University Program for College Students with Learning Disabilities, and should identify themselves to me by the second week of class. If you will need an accommodation for exams you must discuss this with me and the appropriate disabilities office so that we can ensure that space is available. If you miss the deadline, it may not be possible to accommodate you. 
ATTENDANCE POLICY. The University of Connecticut does not mandate class attendance. However, excessive absence will affect your ability to perform well in the class. Students who miss class are responsible for obtaining copies of the lecture outline from the course web site and notes from another student in the class, and to obtain any handouts distributed from me. I do not distribute copies of my lecture notes. 

POLICY ON MISSING EXAMS. In fairness to others, students will only be excused from scheduled exams under extraordinary circumstances. In all cases, the student must inform me directly (not through the dean's office) -- by e-mail or telephone -- within 24 hours of missing the exam to request a makeup exam. This request will be considered under the following conditions:
1.
 A documented serious medical problem that emerges suddenly and requires a visit to the doctor or the hospital. Students will not be excused for pre-scheduled medical appointments, testing, or procedures. These should be scheduled around your class schedule. Students will not be excused for a cold or other minor illness. Students are urged to discuss with their parents and physicians the possibility of getting a flu shot to avoid illness this winter. Documentation for medical absences consists of a photocopy of the documents pertaining to the medical visit or treatment, such as an invoice. The request will be discussed with the Dean's office.

2.
The death of a parent, sibling, or child of the student. Documentation must be provided, such as a funeral announcement or published obituary, to me or to the Dean's office.

3.
Travel to attend University-sponsored NCAA sporting events for student athletes or others required to travel, such as band members. All student athletes should identify themselves to me and provide a list of dates on which they will be absent during the first week of the semester. An effort will be made to schedule exams on days when you are not traveling. Accommodations will not be made for athletes involved in intramural sports.
To accommodate religious observers, no exams will be scheduled on major Christian, Jewish, or Muslim religious holidays.
The final exam must be taken as scheduled (see next page) unless the student obtains written permission from the Dean of Students.

CLASS DISRUPTIONS. Arriving late, leaving to use the restroom or water fountain during class, and/or leaving class early, cause a distraction that makes it difficult for others to concentrate. Be sure to allow enough time to arrive for class several minutes early, taking into account possible delays, such as traffic, car trouble, long lunch lines or trouble parking. To minimize disruptions, students should be prepared to stay in the classroom for the entire 50 minutes. Similarly, please turn off your cell phone or leave it at home before you come to class. Cell phones that ring during class are distracting and interfere with important signals to the professor from the tower. Sending and receiving text messages is equally annoying and distracting to people sitting around you and will prevent you from participating in class and paying attention to the lecture. Class disruptions impair the learning environment for other students and may result in referral to the Dean of Students.

POLICY ON CONSUMING FOOD AND BEVERAGES. The consumption of food and beverages in classrooms attracts insects and rodents, even when food items are disposed of properly. Drinks have a tendency to spill and ruin carpet. In addition, munching and slurping is distracting to other students and the professor. Therefore, no food shall be consumed in class. Covered beverage containers are permitted.

PROCEDURE FOR REQUESTING LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATIONS. Please consult my faculty website for guidelines regarding requesting letters of recommendation.


COURSE REQUIREMENTS
ACTIVE CLASS PARTICIPATION.  The objective of class participation is to assist all students in developing critical oral analytical and listening skills and to distribute opportunities for expression equally. Participation in class discussions will constitute one quarter of the grade. Participation requires active discussion of the readings, answering questions posed by the professor and other students, and raising questions about the topics for discussion. It also involves participating in classroom activities. Listening does not constitute active class participation. Students should come to class with questions in mind as well as comments on the assigned reading. Participation is worth 250 points.
THREE EXAMS. There will be two midterms and one final exam. These exams will assess students' understanding of the assigned readings for the course, the topics discussed during lectures, and the content of films. Each exam will be worth 250 points. The final exam will be held on Thursday, December 13, 3:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. If you miss a film you are responsible for obtaining access to the film through Babbidge library.
ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE

Each student's final grade will be determined as follows: Students may earn a maximum of 1000 points during the semester. Point scores will produce the following letter grades:
940 points
A

800 points
B-

600 points
D

900 points
A-

770 points
C +

< 600 points
F


870 points
B+

740 points
C



840 points
B

700 points
C-



In exceptional cases, earlier exams may be weighted less in the final calculation of the course grade to reward demonstrable, dramatic improvement in performance.

POLICY FOR DISPUTING GRADES. Many students are upset when they receive a grade lower than the grade they expected. They feel compelled to immediately convey their feelings of anger, shock, and disappointment to the professor. This course of action invariably results in an emotional encounter that does not help the student achieve the goal of a higher grade. Therefore, if you choose to dispute a grade you must wait one week before approaching me. In order to avoid emotional or angry encounters, you must make your case in writing. Your written communication must focus only on why you believe an exam or paper was incorrectly graded. For example, the points were not added up correctly or an answer was marked wrong when it should have been marked correct. This should be submitted to my mailbox in the department of political science office or handed to me in class. Do not send this by e-mail. If I agree with your reasoning I will change the grade.
Please note: Professors are not allowed to change final course grades once they have been submitted to the registrar unless there has been a computational error. Professors are not allowed to reconsider grades or give students extra work to raise their grades.

The following are not acceptable reasons for disputing a grade:

1.
You receive higher grades in other classes. Each class offers unique challenges; success in one class does not guarantee success in another, even within the department of political science. Moreover, professors have different standards for evaluating students.
2.
You need a higher grade because you have to have a higher GPA (to maintain your scholarship/athletic eligibility/get into law school). It is always unfortunate when a student is unable to fulfill his or her goals, but it is the student's responsibility to perform well enough to receive the grades they need to advance. It will not help to try to make your professor feel guilty for honestly evaluating your performance. And it is not fair to other students who have equally compelling reasons for receiving high grades.
3.
Your essay is of a higher quality than the grade assigned reflects. Remember, I have read dozens of essays on this topic and your grade reflects how you compared to other students in the class and to other students I have taught over the last 10 years. You are not qualified to make that assessment because you have not read as many essays. I typically make a photocopy of the best exam or paper for each assignment in the class. I would be happy to make available to you a blind copy of that assignment so that you can see for yourself how your effort falls short. In addition, I always provide written comments indicating shortcomings in order to better explain why points were deducted and provide guidance for improving your performance.

4.
You should receive a higher grade because something is going on in your life that prevented you from performing at your best. In fact, something will almost always be happening in your life that prevents you from performing at your best. This could be a physical ailment, a family problem, a disability, or personal stress. Although I do understand that some of these problems may be serious, keep in mind that virtually all students -- and even professors -- are dealing with some sort of problem at any given time. In fairness to everyone, the same universal grading criteria will be applied to all students.
If you are undergoing something that is causing you extreme stress please get in touch with somebody at the University health center, the Dean of Students’ office, or the Academic Service Center. Keep in mind that stress is normal and that there are ways to reduce its harmful effects. Extreme stress is very serious and may require help from a professional trained to assess its causes and consequences. Please ask for help if you think you need it.
BOOKS
The following books have been ordered for purchase. If you are on a budget you will be glad to know that you should be able to find most of these used. To save money you may wish to share books with another student in the class -- each of you could buy two and share the others.
James S. Anaya. Indigenous Peoples in International Law. 2nd ed. Oxford Univ. Press, 2004.

Joanne Barker. Sovereignty Matters: Locations of Contestation and Possibility in Indigenous Struggles for Self-Determination. University of Nebraska Press, 2005.
Rachel Sieder, editor. Multiculturalism in Latin America: Indigenous Rights, Diversity and Democracy. London: Palgrave McMillan, 2002.
David E. Wilkins. American Indian Politics and the American Political System. 2nd edition. Roman and Littlefield 2007.

Readings marked with an asterisk are available at the Vista website for this course, together with other course materials. 
SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS

August 27
Introduction to the course. Defining key terms: ethnicity, race, indigenous people, nations, Native Americans.
August 29
Who are indigenous peoples? How do they differ from other ethnic groups? 
*Ken Coates. "Indigenous Peoples in the Age of Globalization," A Global History of Indigenous Peoples: Struggle and Survival. Palgrave Macmillan 2004, 1-24.
August 31
What is sovereignty and why does sovereignty matter?
Joanne Barker, "For Whom Sovereignty Matters." Sovereignty Matters. 1-26.
September 3
Labor Day no class

September 5
Sovereignty, continued
Taiaiake Alfred. "Sovereignty." In Barker, 33-49.
September 7
no class. Professor at Latin American Studies Association meeting in Montréal.
September 10
Sovereignty, continued.

September 12
 Indigenous peoples of the United States. Who are they? What are their political goals? How do they go about achieving them?
Wilkins, "A Tour of Indian Peoples and Indian Land, 15-43.
Graduate student bonus readings:

Joanne Nagel. "American Indian ethnic renewal: Politics and the resurgence of identity." American Sociological Review 60, 6 (1995).
September 14

United States, continued.
Wilkins, "A History of Federal Indian Policy," 109-124.

September 17

United States, continued.

J. Kehaulani Kauanui, "The Politics of Hawaiian Blood and Sovereignty in Rice v. Cayetano," in Barker.

September 19

Indigenous Politics in Connecticut

film: "As we tell our stories." (Stamford library) P78.C7A8, 60 minutes. Video Theatre 1, Babbidge library.
*Hilary Waldman. "A New Life for a Forgotten People," Hartford Courant, May 22, 1994, 1-7

September 21

Indigenous Politics in Connecticut

"Mashantucket Pequots Come Home," "Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation Timeline," "Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation History," all at: http://www.pequotmuseum.org/tribalHistory/TribalHistoryOverview
September 24

Canadian Indigenous Peoples
*Richard J. Perry, "Canada," From Time Immemorial: Indigenous Peoples and State Systems. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1996, 124-160

September 26

Indigenous Peoples of Latin America
Who are they? What are their goals? How do they pursue them? What obstacles do they face?

*Van Cott, "Indigenous Peoples and Democratization in Latin America," Journal of Democracy (October 2007).

September 28

Indigenous Peoples of Latin America.

Rodolfo Stavenhagen, "Indigenous Peoples and the State in Latin America: An Ongoing Debate," In Sieder, 24-44.

Graduate student bonus reading:

*Heather Marie Layton and Harry Anthony Patrinos. "Estimating the Number of Indigenous Peoples in Latin America." Indigenous Peoples, Poverty and Human Development in Latin America. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006, 25-39.

October 1

Latin America, continued
film: "Los Caminos de la Resistencia". F1220 C36. Babbidge library, Video Theatre 1
Guillermo de la Pena, "Social Citizenship, Ethnic Minority Demands, Human Rights and Neoliberal Paradoxes, in Sieder, 129-149. Guests: Martín Uribe Rosas and Narcizo Guerrero Murillo, Purépecha indigenous community of Nuevo Parangaricutiro, Michoacán, Mexico.
October 3
catch-up class

October 5
First Midterm Exam

Constitutional Rights of Indigenous Peoples: Asserting and Defining Sovereignty
October 8

United States
Read: David E. Wilkins. "Indigenous Governments: Past, Present, and Future," 125-143.
October 10

United States
Read: David E. Wilkins. "Indigenous Governments: Past, Present, and Future," 143-162.

*"United States Passes Native American Language Bill." Cultural Survival Quarterly. Spring 2007, p. 5.

October 12
Professor in Toronto. See film in library. "Homeland: one reservation, four families, three years." 57 minutes E99.03 H66
October 15

United States
*Daniel McCool, Susan Olson, and Jennifer Robinson. "An Equal Opportunity: The Impact of the Voting Rights Act." Native Vote: American Indians, the Voting Rights Act, and the Right to Vote. Cambridge University Press, 2007, 155-75.

October 17

Latin America
Rachel Sieder, "Recognizing Indigenous Law and the Politics of State Formation in Mesoamerica," In Sieder, 184-201.

October 19
Latin America 
Donna Lee Van Cott, "Constitutional Reform in the Andes: Redefining Indigenous-State Relations," in Sieder, 45-69.
October 22
Gender and indigenous rights, continued
*US Supreme Court. Santa Clara Pueblo versus Martinez, 436 US 49 (1978). Read the opinion (pages 1-9) and the dissent (pages 15-19). You may skip the footnotes.
Be prepared to argue for the plaintiff or the defendant in class.

October 24
Gender and indigenous rights, continued
*Bethany Berger, "Indian Policy and the Imagined Indian Woman," 14 Kansas Journal of Law and Public Policy (2004-2005): 103-115.
October 26
Indigenous Peoples' Economic Rights. Can you be rich and indigenous? Will reducing indigenous poverty in Latin America harm indigenous culture?
Shelton Davis, "Indigenous Peoples, Poverty and Participatory Development: The Experience of the World Bank in Latin America," in Sieder, 227-251.

*World Bank, "Operational Directive 4.10 on Indigenous peoples," 2005. 1- 7.
Graduate student bonus reading:
*Gillette Hall and Harry Patrinos. "Introduction: The Indigenous Peoples' Decade in Latin America." Indigenous People, poverty and Human Development in Latin America. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006, 1-25.

October 29
Indigenous Peoples' Economic Rights, continued
October 31
Globalization and Indigenous Peoples
*Jerry Mander, "Introduction: Globalization and the Assault on Indigenous Resources," in Jerry Mander and Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, eds. Paradigm Wars: Indigenous Peoples' Resistance to Globalization. Everett Cisco: Sierra Club Books, 2006, 3-10.

*Beverly Bell, "Report from the Heart of the Earth": Second Continental Summit of Indigenous Peoples," in Jerry Mander and Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, eds. Paradigm Wars: Indigenous Peoples' Resistance to Globalization. Ev. Cisco: Sierra Club Books, 2006, 181-5.

Graduate student bonus reading:
*Willem Assies. "David versus Goliath in Cochabamba: Water Rights, Neoliberalism, and the Revival of Social Protest in Bolivia." Latin American Perspectives 30, 3 (May 2003): 14-36.

November 2
Globalization and Indigenous Peoples
*Larry J. Zimmerman, Karen P. Zimmerman and Leonard R. Bruguier, "Cyberspace Smoke Signals: New Technologies and Native American Ethnicity." In Smith and Ward, editors, Indigenous Cultures in an Interconnected World. Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 2000, 69-86.

November 5
Second midterm exam 

International Law and Indigenous Peoples

November 7
Early developments and International Labor Organization Convention 169

S. James Anaya, Indigenous Peoples in International Law, pp. 49-72.

ILO Convention 169 in Anaya, pp. 302-314.

November 9
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

*UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People, June 29, 2006, 1-8.

*Ellen Lutz. "Home Stretch." Cultural Survival Quarterly (Spring 2007), 14-23.

*"Our Land, Our Identity, Our Freedom." A roundtable discussion of the UN declaration. Cultural Survival Quarterly, Spring 2007, 24-27.

November 12
self-determination

S. James Anaya, Indigenous Peoples in International Law, pp. 97-115

Political Participation and Representation
November 14

North America
Wilkins. "Indian Political Participation: patriotism, suffrage, and partisanship." 193-209.
November 16

North America
Wilkins, "Indigenous Interest Group Activity and Activism," 211-34.

November 26

Ecuador
*Nina Pacari, "Taking on the Neoliberal Agenda," Report on the Americas 29, (March/April 1996): 23-32.

November 28

Ecuador

Film in library: "Trinkets and Beads," F3722.1.H83 T 75. 53 minutes. Video Theatre 1, Babbidge library
*Suzana Sawyer, "Amazonian Imaginaries," Crude Chronicles: Indigenous Politics, Multinational Oil, and Neoliberalism in Ecuador. Durham: Duke University Press, 2004, 27-56.
November 30

Bolivia

Xavier Albó, "Bolivia: From Indian and Campesino Leaders to Councilors and Parliamentary Deputies," in Sieder, 74-98.
December 3

Bolivia

*Alma Guillermoprieto, "A New Bolivia?" NY Review of Books 53, 13 (Aug. 10, 2006): 1-9.
*A. Guillermoprieto, "The New Bolivia: II" NY Review of Books 53, 14 (Sep. 14, 2006): 1-10.
December 5

Mexico

*Jan Rus, Shannan Mattiace, and Rosalva Aída Hernández, "Introduction," Mayan Lives, Mayan Utopias: The Indigenous Peoples of Chiapas and the Zapatista Rebellion. Lanham Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield, 2003, pp. 1-23.

December 7

Mexico
*José Alejos Garcia, "The Ch'ols reclaim Palenque, or the War of the Eternal Return," Mayan Lives, Mayan Utopias: The Indigenous Peoples of Chiapas and the Zapatista Rebellion. Lanham Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield, 2003, 85-100.
Final exam:
December 13, 3:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
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